The Grenfell 
Curriculum
Remembering Grenfell
Overview, Background Resources and Materials Needed
	Key Stage / Year
	KS3, Years 8 – 9

	Subject Area
	PSHE

	Keywords
	Justice; remembering; community; testimony; disaster; responsibility

	Duration
	3 hours (three 60 minute lessons)


Lessons from Grenfell Recommendations
The Lessons from Grenfell Project gave three key recommendations:
1. Grenfell should be taught across subjects and levels of education, to students and adults across the country. Teaching should be trauma-informed and age-appropriate.
2. Education about Grenfell should be focused on the community’s story and the truth about the tragedy. It should aim for developing the emotional capacity, ethics and citizenship of individuals who can advocate for social justice.
3. As a recent and ongoing national disaster, Grenfell should be taught with sensitivity and respect for those who were affected.
This series of three lessons builds on these recommendations.
	Start with the community, not the horror
	By beginning with the community in Lesson 1, we emphasise that Grenfell is more than the disaster. By avoiding showing images of the fire, we also remind students that we learn about this to understand the people affected by the fire, not to sensationalise.

	Honour lived experience
	Throughout the three lessons lived experience is reflected through testimonies given since the fire.

	Situate events in social and structural context
	Throughout the three lessons, students will engage with the social and structural problems that led to the disaster and how this reflects classism and racism.

	Emphasise justice, not just memory
	In Lesson 2 & 3, we focus on how to remember those impacted by disaster and in Lesson 3 especially how this should inform justice. This include prevention of new disasters, as well as ensuring that those responsible for Grenfell are held accountable and that those harmed by the disaster are cared for.

	Support emotional safety and dialogue
	The lessons begin with a reminder about how to manage distressing conversations and throughout there is expectation that this topic and the students are treated with kindness and given appropriate space.


Scheme of Learning Context
On 14th June 2017, a fire at Grenfell Tower in North Kensington, London, killed 72 people. The fire spread catastrophically due to combustible ACM cladding fitted during a 2012-16 refurbishment. The Grenfell Tower Inquiry final report (published September 2024) found decades of failure by central government, regulators, and the construction industry, including systematic dishonesty by cladding and insulation manufacturers. The disaster has a lasting impact on the Grenfell community and on wider British society and there is an ongoing search for meaningful justice.
This scheme of learning seeks to centre the community and the need for remembering and justice, through three lessons:
1. Who are the Grenfell community?
2. What does it mean to ‘remember’ a disaster like Grenfell?
3. How can we challenge injustice after a national disaster?
Sources used in this scheme of learning
Safeguarding and trauma-informed approach
· Avoid graphic detail and distressing imagery. This is discussed in Lesson 1.
· Provide advance warning about lesson content. Allow students to step out if distressed.
· Be mindful of students who may live in tower blocks, social housing, or buildings undergoing renovation.
Direct students to pastoral support where appropriate.
Materials
· Each lesson has a PowerPoint slide deck with guidance in the “Notes”. This guidance is also found in this learning scheme.
· This does include videos, so speakers are needed.
· Lesson 1 includes a Guardian newspaper article. This may be projected by the teacher, but it would ideally be printed for students.
· Students will need to have paper and pens for writing (e.g. in exercise books), but will need no additional resources.
Lesson 1: Who are the Grenfell community?
Overview
This lesson situates the disaster in the community that existed before, during, and after the fire. This includes the multicultural nature of the Grenfell community. The lesson includes a brief overview of what led to fire, but the central focus is on the community. The main activity focuses on the 72 victims of the fire.
Learning Objectives
· Know about the Grenfell community
· Understand who was harmed by the fire at Grenfell
· Reflect on the best way to represent and talk about Grenfell 
Learning plan
Opening (0-15 minutes)
Welcome and settle students. A ‘do now’ task is on Slide 1, where students are asked to describe a picture of Grenfell before the fire (without sharing what the picture is of). They then have a chance to discuss their descriptions with their partner. Slide 2 has today’s title alongside the covered Grenfell Tower after the disaster.
Learning objectives (15-22 minutes)
Students should hear the objectives then discuss the key question in pairs, before feeding back. PSHE/Citizenship lessons may already have class rules in place for how to manage discussions that can be distressing, so teachers may wish to refer to these. However, if there are not set classroom rules, teachers should take time now to discuss why this might be distressing for some students and what support there is place to help manage this. This should also include references to wider support networks in the school and future check-ins. 
Setting context (22-42 minutes)
Slides 5-9 cover:
· The Teaching about Grenfell project and how this relates to this Scheme of Learning.
· A brief discussion of why no images of Grenfell on fire or of the burned tower are shown, unless under the protective covering. This allows for a brief discussion with the class about ways of showing respect.
· An introduction to the Grenfell community, especially its multiculturalism, and where this situated in London. Slide 9 may need to be handled sensitively if students makes comments that are xenophobic or racist about the residents or the community. The teacher may wish to spend more time on this if needed.
· An overview of what led to the Grenfell disaster. This is brief as this will be returned to in more detail in Lessons 2 & 3. The key focus here is that (a) the disaster was preventable, and (b) concerns raised by residents before the fire were ignored by those in power. 
Thinking about the victims (42-57 minutes)
Slide 10 includes a link to a Guardian article: https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2018/may/14/grenfell-the-71-victims-their-lives-loves-and-losses and includes four accompanying provocations for students to think about:
a) Why the writer focuses on individual stories
b) What this tells us about the people who died in Grenfell Tower
c) What it might be like to read an article like this as a survivor
d) Whether you think this is a useful source
Teachers may choose to read this as a class (this may be useful in order to define some difficult words or concepts) or to allow students to read silently or in pairs. This will depend on the reading ability of the class. Similarly, while these questions are posed for reflection, teachers may choose to have students answer all or some of them in writing. 
Plenary (57-60)
Display the final slide, which recaps the lesson objectives. Students are asked to reflect on three questions:
· Have we met these objectives today?
· What would you like to know more about?
· How is everyone feeling?
Lesson 2: What does it mean to ‘remember’ a disaster like Grenfell?
Overview
This lesson asks students to reflect on who was affected / harmed by the Grenfell disaster and what it means for this to be remembered by the victims and the bereaved, and by the nation. This gives students the opportunity to consider what remembrance might look or sound like, as well as engaging with the lived experience of those harmed by the disaster.
Learning Objectives
· Know how the Grenfell disaster has been memorialised
· Consider the phrases ‘never forget’ and ‘never again’
· Design our own memorial to Grenfell
Learning plan
Opening (0-8 minutes)
Welcome and settle students. Students are asked what they remember about:
· The Grenfell community?
· What happened at the Grenfell Tower in 2017?
· The victims of the disaster?
Using think/pair/share, the class recap key learnings about Grenfell from the previous lesson and their wider knowledge. This may include that:
· The Grenfell community are diverse/multicultural. Many of the members of the community are working class, immigrants or people of colour (or all the above). They represent a wide range of religions and ages. Crucially, the community existed before the fire and continues to exist after it.
· The fire broke out in June 2017 and swiftly consumed the Tower, due to the negligent design of refurbishments, which included flammable materials and a structure that acted like a chimney.
· There were 72 victims of the fire; 71 died in the Tower, one in hospital. 18 of the victims were children.
Learning objectives (8-10 minutes)
Students should hear the objectives  They should also be reminded of the rules they made together in the previous lesson / how they can ask for help / how we are going to talk about the tragedy. 
Who was affected by the fire (10-25 minutes)
Slides 4-5 focus on who was potentially affected by the disaster at Grenfell. 
Slide 4 focuses on anonymous testimony from someone who was not considered a victim or bereaved because she was not married to her partner, who died. This also shares the specific numbers of survivors and bereaved people.
Slide 5 presents a diagram of nested circles, each labelled. The smaller circles in the middle refer to the victims, then the bereaved and survivors, then goes further out to the wider and then national community. Using this diagram, students are encouraged to reflect how each group are affected by the disaster and who belongs in each circle. Students may label their own versions of this, or simply discuss in pairs or as a class. 
For national community, students might reflect on: 
· People who are saddened/felt grief for those who were lost, as well as those retraumatized by seeing this as they had their own terrible experiences of similar disasters whether those be disasters with high death tolls (e.g. the Hillsborough Disaster) or personal experience of fire.
· Note that there was a national outpouring of grief. The Prime Minister Theresa May visited Grenfell (though there was controversy about how long it took her to visit), as did the Queen.
· There were also repercussions in terms of public trust, as it became clear that the residents had been ignored, the developers had taken short-cuts and the council (the landlord) had not taken due to care that could have prevented the disaster.
· May also be useful to discuss impact on people who live in buildings with similar cladding who have been unable to sell their homes or get insurance: https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/cladding-grenfell-insurance-bills-government-b2512005.html 
Remembering (25-58 minutes)
Slide 6 includes testimony from Yousra, whose was bereaved by the disaster and gives more detail on Grenfell Testimony Week. Discuss the importance of Testimony Week and the sharing of testimony as part of remembrance. What do students get from Yousra’s testimony? What makes this so powerful? 

Slide 7 gives other examples of memorialisation. It references the Grenfell Memorial, as well as how the tragedy has been remembered through art. The focus of this slide is the Ghosts of Grenfell song by Lowkey as part of the Justice4Grenfell campaign. There is time for students to watch this video and reflect on it.
Slide 8 asked students to think about the purpose of remembering and discuss the distinction between ‘never forget’ (focusing on never forgetting the people who were harmed or what led to their suffering) and ‘never again’ (focusing on never allowing a tragedy like this to occur again.). The image in the Slide shows protestors demanding truth and justice for Grenfell.
Slide 9 sets up an activity that could be:
a) Be done briefly in the lesson as a design
b) Form the basis of an additional lesson (which would take the scheme of learning to four hours)
c) Form a homework activity
Plenary (57-60)
Display the final slide, which recaps the lesson objectives. Students are asked to reflect on three questions:
· Have we met these objectives today?
· What would you like to know more about?
· How is everyone feeling?
Lesson 3: How can we challenge injustice after a national disaster?
Overview
This lesson focuses specifically on the work of the community to demand justice after the disaster, as well as lessons that can be learned from other disasters like Hillsborough. In this lesson, students consider the specific failures that led to the disaster, as well as engaging with more testimony from survivors. The output of this lesson is the development of advice for anyone affected by a tragedy like Grenfell.
Learning Objectives
· Know who was responsible for the disaster at Grenfell
· Compare the Hillsborough Disaster with the Grenfell fire
· Identify ways to challenge injustice after a disaster like Grenfell
Learning plan
Opening (0-10 minutes)
Welcome and settle students. Students are given today’s title and then a ‘do now’ task asking them to:
Imagine that there had been a disaster that claimed the lives of many people and forever changed the lives of many more. This disaster was avoidable and came about through the negligence and greed of some powerful people at the expense of others. What should happen next? Think about this on your own, before discussing it with the person next to you. Get ready to share ideas with the class!
Students should do this activity as a think/pair/share. They may link this explicitly to Grenfell but also to other real disasters or keep it hypothetical.
Learning objectives (10-12 minutes)
Students should hear the objectives. They should also be reminded of the rules they made together in the previous lesson / how they can ask for help / how we are going to talk about the tragedy. 
Who was responsible for the fire? (12-37 minutes)
Slide 4 has a clip embedded from the Grenfell Inquiry, where the Chair identifies those who are responsible and that this was driven be incompetence, dishonesty and greed. Students then reflect on how it might have felt to hear this summary as a member of the community.
Slide 5 lists the key failures that led to the disaster at Grenfell. There is a link to a BBC article here as the source, which some students may benefit from reading: https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c049yvrd5qxo. It is important to note that the Inquiry was not the end of the process, and neither was the Testimony Week. The community is still pursuing justice in the form of consequences for those who failed them and brought about the deaths of so many.
Slide 6 contains excerpts from Hanan’s testimony in the Inquiry, which can be found here: https://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/ukgwa/20250320062715/https://www.grenfelltowerinquiry.org.uk/evidence/witness-statements-hanan-wahabi (open the IWS of Hanan Wahabi, Flat 66, Floor 9). These excerpts show the many attempts made by the residents to raise concerns, as well as how this shaped the way Hanan understands inequality. This should be read through together, with time for students to discuss this testimony and how this links to injustice / today’s lesson.
Responding to injustice (37-57 minutes)
Slide 7 introduces students to the Hillsborough Disaster, with a brief clip from the BBC that shows the scale of the disaster. The video clip in 2 minutes long. Students may have already heard about Hillsborough. What parallels can they draw between this and what happened at Grenfell? A key link can be made to classism and the way that Liverpool fans were spoken about. As with Grenfell, Hillsborough was avoidable and was the focus of a cover-up.
Slide 8 looks at how communities have responded to disasters, which leads to a discussion activity on Slide 8 around the question: What advice might you give anyone who finds themselves affected by a disaster like Grenfell or Hillsborough? This activity should take 10 minutes and students should share ideas about what survivors and their communities might do. The teacher may wish to give students time to write down their ideas, or collate ideas through cold-calling or hands-up. Key elicitations may include:
· The importance of self-care throughout this process.
· The need to be practical. For example, keeping hold of all paperwork that you are given.
· Engage with people and groups that can help, for example your local MP or community groups.
Plenary (57-60)
Display the final slide, which recaps the lesson objectives. Students are asked to reflect on three questions:
· Have we met these objectives today?
· How have you found learning about Grenfell?
· How is everyone feeling?
Appendix. National Curriculum Connections
PSHE guidance can be found here: https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/6970e7e67e827090d02d42e0/Relationships_education_relationships_and_sex_education__RSE__and_health_education__for_intro_1_September_2026_.pdf
Teaching about Grenfell is relevant to many areas of PSHE. As this learning scheme is for KS3 students, the links below are focused on secondary PSHE.
· Secondary health and wellbeing curriculum (p27), including talking about emotions.
· Secondary wellbeing online (p28), particularly misinformation.
· Secondary personal safety (p31), maintaining personal safety
· Teaching about the law (p35), especially in relation to protected characteristics, criminal responsibility, hate crime
Pages 38-39 also provide guidance on managing the impact of teaching sensitive topics on safeguarding. These lessons should also be conducted with due regard for Keeping Children Safe in Education.
Citizenship guidance can be found here: https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5f324f7ad3bf7f1b1ea28dca/SECONDARY_national_curriculum_-_Citizenship.pdf
This scheme of work sits within the Purpose of Study for citizenship, especially the focus on participating in society, understanding democracy and government, and being responsible citizens. Grenfell also relates to all four aims of citizenship:
1. acquire a sound knowledge and understanding of how the United Kingdom is governed, its political system and how citizens participate actively in its democratic systems of government 
2. develop a sound knowledge and understanding of the role of law and the justice system in our society and how laws are shaped and enforced
3. develop an interest in, and commitment to, participation in volunteering as well as other forms of responsible activity, that they will take with them into adulthood 
4. are equipped with the skills to think critically and debate political questions, to enable them to manage their money on a day-to-day basis, and plan for future financial needs.
Key Stage 3 specific content (p2) is linked to Grenfell in points 4 and 5:
· the nature of rules and laws and the justice system, including the role of the police and the operation of courts and tribunals 
· the roles played by public institutions and voluntary groups in society, and the ways in which citizens work together to improve their communities, including opportunities to participate in school-based activities
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